
 

 

 

The Nature of our Village 
Report from August 2016 to 
October 2016 

 

 

Introduction 

This Autumn we have been scratching our heads over hoverfly identification, finding record 

numbers of lizards with Aberystwyth University students and getting to grips with slugs!  We also 

enjoyed free training from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, a live Moth Trap on Pen Dinas 

and a second Bat Night, complete with a baby bat as star attraction. 
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Live Moth Trapping with the Ceredigion Moth Group 

16 people turned up on a chilly September night to see moth trapping in action.  This family- 

friendly session allowed the public to glimpse the night time residents of Pen Dinas, and to 

examine them up close in their natural environment.  The moth specialists found a Feathered 

Gothic moth that was last seen here in 1937!  It is fantastic to be able to know for sure that they 

are still surviving here.   

Reptile surveys started again at the end of September, as this is the time when temperatures 

drop and they start to need to bask for a while to get the energy to go and hunt.  This means 
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they are more likely to use the temporary shelters (refugia) that we provide for them.  I was 

delighted by the massive enthusiasm of the new intake of Aberystwyth University students in the 

surveys, and have trained up more than 25 people already in Reptile Survey techniques.   

We follow the recommendations laid down by ARC, the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation 

body, as keeping to their guidelines makes the survey repeatable and comparable with previous 

years.  In this way, we can ensure our work is high quality evidence of how our reptiles are 

doing – and on Pen Dinas they are doing very well indeed!   

Our best day so far revealed 32 lizards, a huge improvement on the numbers found by the local 

Wildlife Trust in their survey of  2011- 2012 when their maximum sightings for one day was only 

2 individuals.   

 

Volunteers carrying out a Reptile Survey on Pen Dinas 
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One of the aims of the project is to encourage people to learn about less popular and under-

recorded groups of species, and with that in mind I ran a couple of sessions looking at slugs.  

Once people had got over the oddness of this topic, they began to find it strangely fascinating 

and one older lady remarked “But they are tremendous, simply amazing!” This work has also led 

to a County First for the project (the first time a certain species has ever been recorded in a 

county).  This was an Iberian Three-banded slug, quite a rarity, but found in a Penparcau 

greenhouse! 

 

Three participants on the Slug Hunt at Parc y Llyn.   
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Other surveys which were popular this season were grasses, wild flowers, a second Bat Walk 

and rock pools, often a very under-explored environment.  Participants were excited to discover 

sea anemones, crabs, shrimp and a very unusual marine flatworm. 

 

Publicity and outreach  

The Nature of our Village group, on Facebook, now has 128 members, up by 33 from last 

quarter.  This and the email list have proved a very successful way to reach people, and I am 

regularly helped by Aberystwyth University, Ceredigion County Council and the Wildlife Trust of 

South and West Wales who have all circulated my session adverts.   

In order to recruit more people to the project for its second year, I attended an evening meeting 

of the Wildlife Trust for South and West Wales, at Aberystwyth University.  I gave a short talk to 

the audience of around 100 people about the Nature of our Village project and encouraged 

people to come and see me to sign up to the mailing list, or find us on Facebook.  I was very 

pleased at the enthusiastic response, and the line of people queuing up to find out more.  This 

proved to be an effective way to engage both local people and students.   

 

Support for the Nature of our Village Project 

The Nature of our Village Project has been greatly helped by a wide selection of individuals and 

groups, too many to name individually, but all greatly appreciated.  This season has seen help 

come from Sinead Lynch of Bumblebee Conservation, who funded and ran a course for 

volunteers on Bumblebee ecology and identification. 23 local people and students attended this 

course and we followed it up with two sessions of bee hunts to increase the number of species 

recorded in Penparcau.  Ceredigion County Council has also lent us more moth trap equipment.   

 

Compliments on the Nature of our Village Project 

“Amazing work by Chloe and the Penparcau Community Forum. Just goes to show how 

important preserving natural areas is and how easy it is to get involved! “ Naomi Davis  
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“ If you are local to Aberystwyth you may like to take up this brilliant opportunity offered by Chloe 

Griffiths or pass this on to others:  The Nature of our Village project aims to give everybody field 

skills in wildlife identification and recording.  All activities are completely free, and they all take 

place in Penparcau, Aberystwyth.”   

Dr. Paula Hughes from the School of Education and Lifelong Learning at Aberystwyth University 

helping to promote the project.  

 

  

A volunteer identifying a bee at Parc y Llyn 

 

Bat walk feedback from the 24th August 2016 
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“Paul and I had such a great time last night. Thank you so much for organising it. And yes we 

have just bought a bat detector!”  Jacqui Kenton 

“Thanks for letting us know about the Bat walk. It was truly amazing. I couldn't believe how clear 

the sounds were and feeling the vibrations through the gadgety thingy me bob was wonderful.”  

Kaspar Pryce 

“I went to the previous bat walk and it was wonderful! A really informative and fun event.”  Eva 

De Visscher 

 

What the project has achieved in its first year 

As the project has now been running for nearly a whole year, I would like to present you with 

some of the results so far: 

68 surveys have been carried out – target for the entire project was 40 

369 people have participated – target for the entire project was 300 

648 species records have been made  

I am very pleased that local people’s enthusiasm and hard work has led to our exceeding our 

targets.  We aim to cover even more species, and work with more members of the community in 

the second year of our project.   

I can provide much more detail on these results if your organisation would like:  please do let me 

know if you would like me to prepare a more in depth analysis and I will be happy to provide it. 

As always, I am extremely grateful to the Nineveh Trust for funding me to run this project, so I 

can share the fascination of learning how to identify wildlife with so many people.  One volunteer 

on the Reptile Surveys said to me “It’s really fantastic that we can now learn about all these 

different species, there’s just nothing else like this project”.  (Tereska Shepherd).  Thank you for 

making it possible.   
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Chloe Griffiths - Penparcau Community Forum:  The Nature of our Village Project. 

 


